
Welcome to the Boater101 Program! 

 

Congratulations! You have just taken the first step to boating safely by 
participating in the BOATER101 program.  BOATER101 is a fun, 
informative way to learn about boating safety and environmental 
awareness. This program was developed in 1993 by Marine University, a 
non-profit organization, through collaboration with marine industry 
members. The goal of this program is to create an educational experience 
that the participants will use throughout their lives.   

To become a certified boater, you must complete the following steps: 

1. Familiarize yourself with the federal boating safety information 
included in the Boater101 Manual. 

2. Visit the Boater101 web site to review state-specific information 
for your state.  Each state has boating laws in addition to the 
federal regulations discussed in this manual that are unique.  You 
must familiarize yourself with your state’s regulations to ensure 
that you are following all the appropriate laws.   

3. Finish the course by either taking an online exam or classroom 
course.  During these courses, you will be able to learn from 
supplemental materials including color navigation graphics.  The 
availability of the online exam or classroom course is dependent 
on state requirements.  You will be directed to the appropriate 
venue once you register online. 

We wish to express our gratitude to our sponsors who have made 
Boater101 possible: Brunswick, Formula, Genmar, INAMAR, 
KeyBank, Marine Industries Association of South Florida, National 
Marine Manufacturers Association, OMC Foundation and Volvo 
Penta.    

We hope you enjoy the program! 

Course approved by the National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators and recognized by the U.S. Coast Guard as acceptable to the 
Recreational Boating Safety Program.  

Copyright © 2007 by Marine University (exclusive of illustrations). All 
rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any 
process without permission in writing from Marine University. Effort has been made to 
make this publication as complete and accurate as possible. All references contained in 
this publication have been compiled from sources believed to be reliable, and to represent 
the best current opinion on the subject. Marine University is not responsible or liable for 
any claims, liabilities, damages or other adverse effects or consequences to any person or 
property caused or alleged to be caused directly or indirectly from the application or use 
of the information contained in this publication. 
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